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Holistic advice for catchment      

management 

Established; 1994
An environmental charity – dedicated to the 
protection, restoration and enhancement of 
the region’s rivers and to educate the public 
about the value of water:

Conservation  

Restoration

Science

Education

Catchment 
management

Fisheries & Wildlife

Education & Research



Early project delivery example:

Cornwall Rivers Project
• 2002-2005
• 15 river catchments in Cornwall
• £2.6M
• 870 farmers & individually tailored and 

free ‘Integrated River Basin Resource 
Management Plan’ 

• >560 km2 area of catchments
• >1380 kms of surveyed watercourse
• “To achieve rehabilitation of the rivers 

and their catchments to bring significant 
benefits to both the environment and 
the economic viability of local rural 
communities”

• Specifically to improve the economic 
potential of Cornwall's freshwater 
fisheries resource, the development of 
which relies on a pristine riverine 
environment.



Upstream Thinking 
Round 1 
2009-2014

Water Company PES



Upstream 
Thinking 
Round 2 

2015-2019



Upstream Thinking 

Currently developing Round 3 

2020-2024







Creation & development of WAP

• First token-based angling scheme in 
the UK

• ‘Angling 2000’

• Later renamed the ‘Angling Passport’



•

 Aiding conservation –
• small payment to beat owner
• delivering Ecosystem Services
• links farmers, anglers, conservation

 Route into river angling
• Easygoing, no commitment
• Aging angling population / 

encourages younger anglers
• amazing private locations

 Affordable angling
• Accessible & affordable to all
• appeals to those who like to roam, 

visit new places or holiday 



The WAP App



The Catchment Based Approach (CaBA)

“…to work with stakeholders to establish a framework for integrated catchment 
management across England…to feed into the 2nd cycle of the RBMPs to meet 
objectives under WFD.”



https://issuu.com

https://issuu.com/


Local Action Project 





Urban environments; access to green and blue space

(The Nature of Hulme, Manchester City Council & Defra) 





Channel Payments for 

Ecosystem Services (CPES )

Westcountry Rivers Trust -

Devon pilot case studies: River 

Lyd & River Gara







Roadford & Lyd land use



Slapton & Gara land use

Slapton & Gara catchment land 
cover %

Permanent
pasture
Temporary
grassland
Woodland

Other crops



Springer.com 







Mean SOC stocks (t/ha) for each management type (Tamar 

catchment). 

Error bars are standard error of the mean of 3 replicates in each 

field.



The CPES Fund – Online Donations  
Business &  Private Sector engagement




