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Overarching perspective

“HELCOM’s Implementation Outlook of the Ocean-related SDGs in the
BS — A Roadmap to Agenda 2030 (HELCOM-A2030)” (adopted at
HELCOM 38/2017)

CPs met in a high-level session (28.2.2027) and pointed out the following
Issues to implement SDGs in the BS region:

— *“...HELCOM can concretely contribute to achieving SDG14....”

— “..HELCOM will speed up the implementation of the marine litter
regional action plan, continue its battle against eutrophication,
especially to cut inputs of phosphorus, and start the elaboration of a
regional action plan on underwater noise, to fulfil SDG 14.1. It will
ensure cooperation on any maritime spatial planning in the BS area
and management plans for all MPAs, to fulfil SDG 14.2 and 14.5.
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Overarching perspective

“HELCOM will continue supporting....ecosystem-related fishery
measures towards SDG 14.4 and 14.6”

“HELCOM will continue leading the coordination of regional efforts to
deliver on the relevant SDGs through improved monitoring and
stronger implementation of agreed measures towards healthy oceans.
CPs will coordinate the use of HELCOM indicators to measure and
compare progress towards reaching ocean-related SDGs. HELCOM’s
Baltic reports will serve as input to the World Ocean Assessment and
the High-level Political Forum. CPs, in close collaboration with relevant
International organisations, may also make use of HELCOM as a
platform to coordinate regional, synchronized voluntary reviews on
SDG 14 implementation as national input to the High-level Political
Forum to reach “the Future We Want”.
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HELCOM and marine litter




Waste prevention & management

Actions
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Waste prevention & management

On —-going work
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Waste prevention & management

On —-going work
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Micro particles

Actions
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Micro particles

On —-going work

» National investigations on microplastics (DK), sources (DE and SE) and
propose measures to reduce the input of microplastics from the sources
(SE);

» National report on measures for restricting the occurrence of microplastics
In cosmetic products (SE); + study on microplastics in cosmetics (EU);

» Ongoing dialogue with the cosmetic and other relevant industries + targeted
at national roundtable on ML (DE);

» National report on technical solutions for advanced treatment of WW to
reduce pharmaceutical residues and micro plastics (June 2017, SE));

» Bachelor’s Thesis (FI) on s on microplastics and harmful substances in urban
runoffs and landfill leachates - Possible Emission Sources to Marine
Environment (2016);

 Pilot study on microplastics in storm waters to be launched (2018-2019) (Fl);
* Proposal on ways to reduce microplastics in sewage (CCB).
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Sewage related litter including sanitary waste
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Plastic bags

Action

On —-going work

» National PoM proposes that, as means to reduce littering the focus of the
measures should include the use of plastic containers and bags (Fl)

o Green Deal agreement of the Ministry of the Environment and Federation
of Finnish Commerce on the measures to reduce the consumption of plastic
carrier bags. Signed in 2016 to implement the measures MS are to take to
reduce the consumption of plastic carrier bags under the EU Packaging
Waste Directive (94/62/EC), as amended by Directive (EU) 2015/720 (FI)
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Bottles and containers
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Landfills

Action
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HELCOM and

Baltic Strategy for Port Reception Facilities for Ship-generated Wastes and
Associated Issues (1996)-> “address special pollution problems related to
fishing vessels (para 3.2)

Application of the NSF system to ship-generated wastes and marine litter
caught in fishing nets in the Baltic Sea area (HELCOM Rec 28E-10) (2007)
(supersedes previous Rec. from 1998)

Mandatory discharge of wastes to PRF, Regulation 6, Annex IV of Helsinki
Convention (since 2000)

HELCOM Action Plan on Marine Litter (Rec. 36/1)

HELCOM MARITIME Group: main HELCOM Working Group based on Annex IV
of the 1992 Helsinki Convention: “Prevention of pollution from ships”

FISH Group: Group on ecosystem-based sustainable Fisheries -> “Create a
common knowledge base on ghost nets distribution and abundance as well
as an estimation of their impacts on the ecosystem” (Work Plan 2017-2018)

4 HELCOM




Shipping related waste
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On —-going work
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Fishing & aquaculture related waste

Actions

Martin Hellmich, Clean Nova Scotia




Fishing & aquaculture related waste

On —-going work
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Fishing & aquaculture related waste

On —-going work
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HELCOM and

Compiled in the indicator reports: latest versions available in the HELCOM
website (5th Meeting of the Working Group on the State of the Environment
and Nature Conservation: https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%Z20-
%20CONSERVATION%205-2016-363/default.aspx)

— Beach litter pre-core indicator report;

— Litter on the seafloor pre-core indicator report; and

— Microlitter in the water column candidate indicator report.
Lead-country approach through the HELCOM EN-Marine Litter:

- Beach litter: PL leads + DK and SE co-leads;

— Litter on the seafloor: DK and SE co-leads; and

- Microlitter in the water column: Fl lead + DE and SE co-leads

Additionally: methods for monitoring macrolitter in rivers to be explored +
pilot monitoring on riverine litter in one case study area in EE, FI, LV and SE in
2017 (Blastic project)
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HELCOM and marine litter data
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Give insight on key human activities in the
BS and on individual and cumulative
pressures that impact the marine
environment;

Assess whether the environmental status
of biodiversity, eutrophication, hazardous
substances etc. in the Baltic Sea is good,;
Introduce regional analyses of the costs of a
deteriorating marine environment;
Consider measures for improving the status
of the sea.
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